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reason will soon be seen. The letters were for their Catholic
Majesties, for the Queen Dowager at Bayonne, and for the
Prince of the Asturias; letters from the King and from the
Due d'Orl^ans. But before giving them to me, the Regent said
he would write two letters to the Prince of the Asturias, both
alike, except in this respect, that in the one he would address
the Prince as "nephew," and in the other as "brother and
nephew," and that I was to try and deliver the latter, which he
passionately wished; but that if I found too much difficulty in
doing so, I must not persevere, but deliver the former instead.
I had reason to believe that here was another plot of Dubois,
to cause me trouble by embroiling me with M. le Due d'Orleans.
The Regent was the.last man in the world to care for these
formalities. The Prince of the Asturias was son of the King
and heir to the Crown, and, in consequence, of the rank of a
son of France. In whatever way regarded, M. le Due d'Orleans
was extremely inferior in rank to him; and it was something
new and adventurous to treat him on terms of equality. This,
however, is what I was charged with, and I believe, in the firm
hope of Cardinal Dubois, that I should fail, and that he might
profit by my failure.
Finally, on the morning of the day before my departure, all
the papers with which I was to be charged were brought to me.
I will not give the list of them. But among these letters there
was none from the King to the Infanta! I thought they had
forgotten to put it with the others. I said so to the persons
who brought them to me. What was my surprise when they
told me that the letter was not written, but that I should have
it in the course of the day !
This appeared so strange to me, that my mind was filled
with suspicion. I spoke of the letter to the Cardinal and to
M. le Due d'Orl^ans, who assured me that I should have it in
the evening. At midnight it had not arrived. I wrote to the
Cardinal. Finally I set out without it. He wrote to me, saying
I should receive it before arriving at Bayonne; but nothing less.
I wrote him anew. He replied to me, saying that I should
have it before I arrived at Madrid. A letter from the King to

